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SUMMARY 

This paper puts the proposed recommendation for oversight of aeronautical 
meteorological service provision in MET/14-WP/10|CAeM-15/Doc. 10, in 
context with the established Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) 
of Annex 19 — Safety Management with respect to safety management 
systems. Action by the meeting is in paragraph 3.1. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 MET/14-WP/10|CAeM-15/Doc. 10 proposes the need for States to ensure personnel 
performing safety oversight functions for aeronautical meteorological service be qualified in the 
discipline of aeronautical meteorology. MET/14-WP/10|CAeM-15/Doc. 10 invites the meeting to 
formulate the following recommendation: 

 

Recommendation 4/x — Oversight of aeronautical
meteorological service provision

That ICAO urge States to ensure that the personnel
performing safety oversight functions of the aeronautical
meteorological service are adequately qualified with respect
to aeronautical meteorology as a technical discipline. 

1.2 This recommendation is observed to potentially contradict the Standards and 
Recommended Practices (SARPs) of Annex 19 — Safety Management with respect to safety management 
systems and a resolution for this observed issue is provided by this paper. 
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2. DISCUSSION 

2.1 Annex 19 states in paragraph 3.2 that: 

3.2    State safety oversight: Each State shall establish and implement a 
safety oversight system in accordance with Appendix 1. 

2.2 Annex 19 states in Appendix 1, paragraph 4.1 that: 

4.1    The State shall establish minimum qualification requirements for 
the technical personnel performing safety oversight and provide 
appropriate initial and recurrent training to maintain and enhance their 
competence at the desired level.  

2.3 Annex 19 puts the responsibility on the State to establish the minimum requirements. 
MET/14-WP/10|CAeM-15/Doc. 10 proposes to restrict this State obligation to establish this minimum 
requirement by including a required competence for personnel performing safety oversight. 

2.4 While it is understood that ICAO would like to support States in their oversight activities, 
the recommendation proposed is based on the assumption that safety oversight will improve by 
recommending a specific competence related to the domain that is overseen. There is no global consensus 
on this assumption, hence the provision in Annex 19 that States are obliged to establish the minimum 
qualification requirements for the technical personnel performing safety oversight. 

2.5 Given the information provided in this discussion, the meeting is invited to consider the 
following recommendation based on the recommendation proposed in paragraph 3.2.4 of 
MET/14 WP/10|CAeM-15/Doc. 10: 

 Recommendation 4/x — Oversight of aeronautical meteorological 
service provision  

That ICAO inform States that personnel performing safety oversight 
functions of the State aeronautical meteorological service:  
 

a) recognize that there are distinct organizational responsibilities 
between the State MET authority and the State meteorological 
service provider with regard to safety oversight; and 

 
b) MET authority personnel performing safety oversight do not 

necessarily need to be qualified in aeronautical meteorology.  

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

3.1 The meeting is invited to: 

a) note the information contained in this paper; and 

b) consider the adoption of the draft recommendation proposed for the meeting’s 
consideration. 

— END — 


